World AIDS Day

December 1
Suggestions for World AIDS Day Activities
We know that many sites already have a number of long-established activities, observances, or ceremonies planned each year for World AIDS Day.  Many sites have shared their traditions and ideas with the Public Health Strategic Health Care Group over the years and we have compiled a list of possible activities many sites have suggested.  These range from smaller scale to larger activities that may even involve community partners in HIV care and prevention.  The important thing is to help raise awareness about World AIDS Day, to recognize veterans with HIV and the VHA staff who contribute to their care, and to remind everyone of the importance of prevention of HIV, testing and early detection, and comprehensive treatment. 
Most of the following ideas are examples of events and activities that have been held in VA health care settings: 

Provide visuals and information

· Set up tables and booths in your lobby, at your clinics, and outside canteens with educational materials, videos, snacks, and giveaways, such as AIDS ribbons and condoms.

· Hang posters, banners, and other materials about HIV prevention or other information in the lobby, by the canteen, or at clinics for infectious disease, substance abuse, mental health, women’s health, and other specialties.

· Create bulletin boards for lobby displays.

· Prepare a resource list of Web sites on HIV/AIDS for distribution to staff or patients.

· Prepare a reading list of books and other reading material on HIV/AIDS for staff or patients.

· Prepare a resource list of movies about HIV/AIDS for distribution to staff or patients.  

· Distribute fact sheets on HIV/AIDS in the U.S., VA, or your community.

· Display sections of the National AIDS Quilt (NAMES Project) or your own AIDS quilt or other memorial artwork or photographs.

· Order and display patient posters on HIV testing that are currently available in the VHA Publications Depot.  These include “Be Courageous Again. Get Tested for HIV”, VA Poster 10-122, and “Because it’s better to know…”, VA Poster 10-126 P96173.  These can be ordered through your facility’s Forms and Publications Officer or they can be downloaded from the VHA and World AIDS Day website, http://www.hiv.va.gov/vahiv?page=prin-ev-01.   
· Provide information on HIV testing and risk assessment in patient waiting rooms.  Order and display the patient brochure on HIV testing and risk assessment. “Be courageous again. Get tested” is available for ordering through the VHA Publications Depot.  Please order copies through your VHA Forms and Publications Officer.  The HIV Risk Assessment Brochure is listed as IB 10-167 and there is also a Spanish version, IB -10- 167SP.  
Hold events

· Hold a ceremony or service in your chapel to memorialize those with HIV/AIDS who have passed on.   

· Create awards for staff, patients, or VA or community organizations who have made significant contributions in the past year; hold an event or recognition ceremony. 

· Put on educational programs or groups at lunch or in the evening. Consider a series, such as an hour a night, to cover different aspects of HIV/AIDS.  

· Hold a movie night and ask an expert to be available afterwards to discuss what your facility does for veterans with HIV/AIDS and answer questions.

Involve staff

· Ask your experts to speak at seminars and programs or do interviews with local and health reporters.
· Organize a Grand Rounds or lunchtime seminar presentations during the month of December on issues such as increasing testing and early detection of HIV, treatment advances in management of HIV as a chronic condition, and HIV prevention issues. 
· Work with your local laboratory service to set up a special drop–in HIV test clinic in December as a model of early detection interventions.

· Ask health care staff to be available at displays to answer questions about HIV/AIDS.

· Coordinate with your cafeteria or canteen manager to provide customers materials about HIV/AIDS or to advertise your World AIDS Day events and activities.  Examples are tray inserts, tent cards, or handouts
· Work to develop a local clinical committee to develop and implement strategies to increase rates of HIV testing at your site.  Work with your facility and VISN laboratory leadership to look at ways that rapid HIV testing can be used in settings where return visits for test results may be a potential obstacle to testing. 

Involve patients

Some facilities have found that involving patients can be both empowering and encouraging for patients.  

· Organize a meeting of patients with HIV and their loved ones to share experiences for healthy living.

· Ask patients to staff displays and hand out materials.

· Include patients on panels at medical education programs on HIV/AIDS.

· Ask patients to speak on living with HIV/AIDS or prevention.
· Invite community partners or local experts in HIV care to provide a lunchtime talk for patients and their families to provide updates on clinical advances, to discuss the challenges of chronic conditions associated with HIV, and to inform them about additional community resources. 
Involve the community

There may be a number of other local organizations within and outside of your facility that provide care and information related to HIV/AIDS. These may include Vet Centers, local health departments, churches, and other groups that may serve or support veterans with HIV/AIDS.   World AIDS gives you an opportunity to renew your relationships with these groups and them an opportunity to offer information on their services as well.

· Invite your community-based service organizations to provide displays along side yours.  One VA facility “takes over” the lobby of the medical center with displays of their own and of local community services.

· Recruit local musicians to play during events or make the music an event of its own.

· Recruit local schools to have students create paintings, drawings and other art to commemorate AIDS or World AIDS Day for display at clinics or lobbies.

